Inventions

Human beings have been inventing different things since we first appeared on
Earth, starting with the simple Stone Age tools. In the last one hundred years,

the pace of inventions has accelerated. Not all inventions were immediately

recognised as useful. For example, the photograph was not even perceived as
a practical tool at the time it was invented by Thomas Edison. Edison was
one of the greatest inventors of mankind. Many inventions came from
individuals who worked alone. Ideas were often a moment of inspiration, but

the invention always took persistent hard work over several years.

Leonardo da Vinci's helicopter took a few hundred years to develop from his
early sketches to what we see today. Some inventions such as the wheel and

paper clip are simple. Others like transistors and locomotives are more

complex. The Industrial Revolution was also a type of invention or idea that
changed the fate of countries for many years; it developed a system that many
people depended on for a living. Each invention has an important impact on
man'’s daily life. All inventors have one thing in common, an inqujsitive and

creative mind.
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Q. Write and learn the spellings of the underlined words in the text.

1. 2.
3. 4,
5 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.
11. 12.

Q. Write the meanings of the following words in the spaces provided.

a. invention

b. practical

c. persistent

d. complex

e. inquisitive
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Q. Answer the following questions to the text ‘Inventions’ in full
sentences.

a. What were the first invention tools used by humans?

b. What does the writer mean by ‘the pace of inventions has accelerated’?

c. Were all inventions recognised as useful? Why not?

d. Who was Thomas Edison?

e. What does the writer say about ‘ideas’?

b. Why was the Industrial Revolution also a kind of invention?

¢. What do all inventors have in common? Why are these qualities

important?
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