The Adventures of Marco Polo

Marco Polo was born around 1254 into a wealthy family. Polo's father and
uncle, Niccold and Maffeo Polo, were jewel merchants. In 1260, they left
Venice to travel across the Black Sea, moving on to central Asia to the court of
Kublai Khan, the Mongol ruler of China, grandson of Genghis Khan. Khan
asked the Polo brothers to return to Europe and persuade the pope to send
scholars to explain Christianity to him. They arrived back in Venice in 1269.
Marco and Niccolo Polo set out on a twenty-four year journey in which they
travelled the famous Silk Road from Italy, through brutal deserts and towering
mountains to eastern China. They travelled over 4,000 miles. Marco and
Niccolo were among the very first Europeans to explore the fabled empire of
China. In China, Marco Polo even worked for the ruler Kublai Khan.

Polo detailed his experiences and findings in China by writing a book. Polo
described materials and inventions never before seen in Europe. Paper money, a
printing press, porcelain, gunpowder, and coal were among the products he
wrote about. He also described the vast wealth of Kublai Khan, as well as the
geography of northern and southern China. European rulers were very interested
in the products Polo described. However, trading for them along the Silk Road
was dangerous and expensive. European rulers began to wonder if there was a
sea route to the east to get the products they wanted at a reasonable price.
Around 1292, the Polos offered to accompany a Mongol princess who was to
become the wife of Arghun Khan in Persia. The party sailed from a southern
Chinese port via Sumatra, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), southern India, and the
Persian Gulf. After leaving the princess in Iran, the Polos travelled overland to
Constantinople and then to Venice, arriving home in 1295.
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Q. Write and learn the spellings of the underlined words in the text.

1. 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.
11. 12.

Q. Write the meanings of the following words in the spaces provided.

a. merchant

b. scholar

¢. porcelain

d. brutal

e. persuade
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Q. Answer the following questions to the text ‘The Adventures of
Marco Polo’ in full sentences.

a. Who was Marco Polo?

b. Describe the background of Marco Polo’s family.

c. Where were the Polos heading to in 12607

d. Why did the ruler of China ask the Polo brothers to return to Europe?

e. Who did Marco Polo work for in China?

f What did Polo describe in his book?

g. What were European rulers interested in?

h. Where did the Polos travel to in 1292 and why?
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