'Animal Farm'

Q. Read the following extract from ‘Apimal Farm’ and explain how it relates to
certain themes and characters within the novel.

Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. Identifying with
them allows a better understanding of literature.

By this time the weather had broken and the spring ploughing had begun. The shed where Snowball
had drawn his plans of the windmill had been shut up and it was assumed that the plans had been
rubbed off the floor. Every Sunday morning at ten o'clock the animals assembled in the big barn to
receive their orders for the week. The skull of old Major, now clean of flesh, had been disinterred
from the orchard and set up on a stump at the foot of the flagstaff, beside the gun. After the hoisting
of the flag, the animals were required to file past the skull ina reverent manner before entering the
barn. Nowadays they did not sit all together as they had done in the past. Napoleon, with Squealer
and another pig named Minimus, who had a remarkable gift for composing songs and poems, sat on
the front of the raised platform, with the nine young dogs forming a semicircle round them, and the
other pigs sitting behind. The rest of the animals sat facing them in the main body of the bam.
Napoleon read out the orders for the week in a gruff soldierty style, and after a single singing of
'‘Beasts of England’, all the animals dispersed. On the third Sunday after Snowball's expulsion, the
animals were somewhat surprised to hear Napoleon announce that the windmill was to be built after
all. He did not give any reason for having changed his mind, but merely warned the animals that
this extra task would mean very hard work, it might even be necessary to reduce their rations. The
plans, however, had all been prepared, down to the last detail. A special committee of pigs had been
at work upon them for the past three weeks. The building of the windmill, with various other
improvements, was expected to take two years.

a. How does Napoleon’s behaviour relate to the corruption of socialist ideals in the
Soviet Union?
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b. How does George Orwell explore the themes of inequality and the abuse of
power? How does Animal Farm relate to the Russian revolution?

c. Explain the similarities between Stalin and Napoleon.
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