The Earth

The history of life on the Earth has been a history of interaction between living things and
their surroundings. To a large extent, the environment has moulded the physical form and
the habits of the Earth’s vegetation and its anima) life. Considering the whole span of
carthly time, the opposite effect, in which life has actually modified its surrounding, has
been relatively slight. Only within the moment of time represented by the present century

in the soil, enters into the grass or corn, or wheat grown there, and within time takes up its
abode in the bones of a human being, there to remain until his death. Similarly, chemicals
sprayed on croplands or forests or gardens lie long in soil, entering into living organisms,
passing from one to another in a chain of poisoning and death. Or they pass mysteriously

by underground streams untij they emerge, and through the alchemy of air and sunlight,
combine into new forms that kill vegetation, sickens cattle, and work unknown harm on

As Albert Schweitzer has said, ‘Man can hardly even recognize the devils of his own
creations’. It took two hundred million years to produce the life that now inhabits the
Earth, eons of time in which the developing, evolving and diversifying reached a state of
adjustment and balance with its surroundings. The environment, rigorously shaping and
directing the life it supported, contained elements that were hostile as well as supporting,
Certain rocks give out dangerous radiation, even within the light of the sun from which all
life draws its energy, there were short wave radiations with power to mjure. Given time,

in nature.
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Q. Write and learn the spellings of the underlined words from the text.

1. 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.
11. 12.

Q. Write the meanings of the following words in the spaces provided.

a. alchemy

b. hostile

c. impetuous

d. sinister

e. lethal

f. initiates
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Q. Answer the following questions based on the text ‘The Earth’,

a. Clearly explain the main idea of the first paragraph in about 30 words.

b. Explain what the writer means by the ‘chain of evil’ in the second paragraph.

¢. ‘Man can hardly even recognise the devils of his own creations’. In the light

of what you read in the second paragraph explain why it is so.

d. “Time is an essential ingredient, but in the modern world there is no time’.

Explain briefly what the writer means.

e. Explain why the writer in the last paragraph is critical of man’s interference

with nature?
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